
ISSHA Council meeting 
21 October 

Nantes, France 
Delegates: 
ISSHA Executive Board, represented by: 
Vera Trainer, Wayne Litaker; Gustaaf Hallegraeff, Anke Kremp 
 
ISSHA Council, represented by: 
Ana Amorin, Aurelia Tubaro, Christine Band-Schmidt, Esther Garcés, Beatriz Reguera, 
Ian Jenkinson, Keith Davidson, Marta Estrada, Philipp Hess, Ichiro Imai, Po Teen Lim;  
 
Adjunct participant: Elin Lindehoff 
 

1) President Vera Trainer opened the meeting and greeted everyone welcome. 
2) Updates for the 18th ICHA meeting of 2018, Nantes, France by Philipp Hess 

a. Small last minute changes has been added to the web but not to the printed 
program 

b. Economy for the conference is under control and expected to break even 
c. Close to 700 scientific contributions and 743 registered participants 
d. Abstract book will be distributed on a key memory stick and will be 

published on the ISSHA webpage after the conference  
e. Advice for coming conferences, refrain from using automatic 

invitations/welcome letter as they can be used by immigrants to obtain 
VISAs 

3) ISSHA memberships (Vera Trainer reporting) 
New routines need to be established for the 19th ICHA conference in Mexico 
2020. For the 18th ICHA in Nantes the membership was paid joint with the 
registration fee on the conference webpage, which resulted in a heavy workload 
for the president and secretary to enter all members manually. A separated 
payment is suggested for the 19th ICHA conference in Mexico, where 1) 
membership is paid on the ISSHA webpage and 2) registration is made for the 
conference on the conference webpage. 
To encourage conference participants to also become ISSHA members the 
following was suggested: clarification of membership advantage and travel 
grants; increase the conference fee for none members so the difference is 2-3 
times the membership fee. Example: Conference fee for ISSHA members 600 
USD, 700-750 USD for non-members. 
There are participants from some countries that cannot use VISA or PayPal (e.g. 
China, Cuba).  These participants may need to pay onsite when they arrive at the 
conference. 



To facilitate participation, a student and emeritus rate for the membership fee 
could be instated and include researcher from under developed countries as 
eligible to travel grants. ISSHA will instate an “adopt a scientist” rate for the 
memberships that will be used to sponsor researchers who cannot pay their 
membership fees. 
Honorary ISSHA members and members for life and does not have to pay – these 
include Yasumoto award winners and Trailblazers, all of whom will have bios of 
their careers on the ISSHA website. 

4) ISSHA website (Anke Kremp reporting) 
ISSHA has a new website that is active and functional, with the exception of 
reference and links. A web group or selected student to manage the new website 
is needed to decrease the workload of the secretary. Suggestion to be put to the 
General Assembly: Student applicants will be called for and offered free ISSHA 
membership, free ICHA2020 Conference registration, and a position as associated 
Council member for two years as compensation for managing updates to the 
ISSHA website. 

5) Travel grants and student support (Christine Band-Schmidt reporting)  
ISSHA received 74 applications and is supporting 60 students (10 from Africa, 19 
from under developed countries). If a large income for travel grants are secured 
for the 19th ICHA conference in Mexico, the council suggests the call for 
applications should be open to established researchers from underdeveloped 
countries. IAEA and ICHA 2018 have supported 19 additional scientists to attend 
the conference (IAEA paid their travel and subsistence, ICHA 2018 waived their 
registration fee and only charged a fee for food consumed at a per-person rate) 

6) Achievement Awards (Marta Estrada reporting)  
Several of the nominees were not ISSHA members, and therefore not eligible, and 
other nominations arrived after the deadline. A simple form is needed to ensure 
that nominations fulfill the criteria of each award. Session chairs and co-chairs 
have been asked to evaluate student presentations for the Maureen Keller award 
for best student presentations. The evaluation forms are to be handed in at the 
ISSHA booth and council members are encouraged to make note of good student 
presenters. The	achievement	awards	could	be	announced	a	year	ahead	the	
meeting,	and	a	reminder	sent	to	the	members	3	months	prior	to	conference. 

7) Elections (Anke Kremp reporting)  
ISSHA members were asked to nominate fellow ISSHA members to the council. 
A short bio of each candidate was published on the webpage. A call to vote was 
sent in early September to all ISSHA members and a reminder 2 weeks before the 
conference. At this point 18.4% of the members have voted. Vera Trainer will 
remind members to vote during the opening ceremony and Anke Kremp and 
Steffaney Wood will assist members in the ISSHA booth, during lunch tomorrow.   



8) Auction (Wayne Litaker reporting)  
So far the auction has 65 items and more are coming in (note: finally >100 items 
were auctioned). Donors can deliver items to the ISSHA booth to be kept in a 
locked room until the auction. Robin Raine will serve as auctioneer. No alcohol 
will be served in the room, but in the lobby outside the auditorium. Christine 
Band-Schmidt will endeavor to ensure that alcohol is served at the auction during 
the 19th ICHA conference in Mexico. 

9) Publications and Disseminations (Gustaaf Hallegraeff reporting) 
Proceedings from the 18th ICHA conference in Nantes will be published on the 
ISSHA website, within one year of the conference. The committee has received 
offers from Journal of Oceanography and Limnology; Toxicon; Marine Drugs and 
had discussion with Harmful Algae for a special issue. The Council has decided 
that ISSHA would like to be affiliated with the journal Harmful Algae, but not the 
other journals.  A conference summary will be published in the journal Harmful 
Algae, but conference proceedings will be published separately (and not in any of 
the journals that would like affiliation).  Publication of the conference 
proceedings on the ISSHA webpage is preferred to increase access. The deadline 
for contributions will be 31st of December, with a 2 week extension likely (note: 
during the conference we had a mailshot announcing 31/1/2019 as the deadline). 
Manuscripts must not be published when submitted. The manuscript template 
should be made available on the ISSHA webpage.  
Gustaaf Hallegraeff is stepping down from the council and his assignment in the 
Publications and Disseminations committee. The tasks include e.g. to find 
reviewers, edit articles and create index. Several council members will be 
assigned to these tasks at the post-conference council meeting. 

10)  Finances (Henrik Enevoldsen): The balance for Oct 2018 is 31,692 USD but will 
be adjusted as travel grants have not been paid yet. 

11)  Statutes and Bylaws (Ian Jenkinson reporting) Several of the articles in the 
bylaws are outdated (pre digitalization) and have an obsolete language. Revisions 
were provisionally voted (by email) by the council on the 4th January 2018 and 
will be presented to the General Assembly for approval by a raise of hands. Major 
revisions are 

a. Article 11. ISSHA membership must be up to date in advanced of the 
biannual conference to receive reduced rate. 

b. Article 14. Members will be automatically invited to renew their 
subscription at 1 month, 15 days and 1 days prior to the due date/ 

c. Executives can serve up to three consecutive terms, instead of two (total 6 
years) to ensure consistency. 

12) The 19th ICHA conference in Mexico (Christine Band-Schmidt reporting)  
The local organizing committee asks to change the venue from Saint José to La 



Paz. Pros are the proximity to the local host affiliation and a new conference 
venue at lower cost. Cons are fewer connections to the local airport but Saint José 
is only 2h away and a shuttle will be arranged. The council had no objection to 
the change of venue. 
Previous organizer Philipp Hess will provide Christine Band-Schmidt with an 
updated conference document/checklist and what information is needed for the 
conference website. 
 

13) President Vera Trainer declared the meeting closed 
 
 

At the protocol: Elin Lindehoff 
	


